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“For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus.” 1 Timothy 2:5

Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes. This week we learn about the Hall of Faith in the Book of
Hebrews and about Jesus’ call to serve Him while He is away in Heaven.

Introduction to the First Reading:

First Reading:

The first reading is from the Apocryphal book of Wisdom. During the time when this was written, the
Intertestamental period (or silent period as no prophets were active), the Jewish people faced
unprecedented opposition from their enemies including one called Antiochus IV Epiphanes. This evil
ruler attempted much like Adolph Hitler to annihilate the Nation.

Wisdom 18:6-9 The night of the passover was known beforehand to our fathers, that, with sure
knowledge of the oaths in which they put their faith, they might have courage. Your people
awaited the salvation of the just and the destruction of their foes. For when you punished our
adversaries, in this you glorified us whom you had summoned. For in secret the holy children of
the good were offering sacrifice and putting into effect with one accord the divine institution.

The Passover was a momentous event in the early life of the nation of Israel for many reasons. The
writer of this reading recorded how the Jews looked back to God’s miraculous deliverance of their
people from the death angel who “passed over” the Hebrews homes that were marked by the blood of
the lamb slain among the families as a sacrificial offering (Exodus 11:4-7, 12:23). During this time of
great persecution, the writer looked upon the destruction of their enemies as a way that God showed
favor to them, while they were forced to practice the worship of God through the one true religion in
secret.

We know from looking back how the blood of the lamb slain during the Passover represented the
Ultimate sacrifice, Jesus Christ who have Himself for our sins. Although we are called by God to love our
enemies (Matthew 5:44), if we are honest many of us will agree that we don’t wish our enemies well.
This is higher calling which we are only able to achieve through God’s power, and that in light of the fact
that Jesus has ultimately already delivered us from our enemies. We have the power of the Holy Sprit of
God Who dwells inside of us, something to which the Jews during the time the Book of Wisdom was
written could only look forward to (see Exodus 36:27).

Introduction to the Second Reading:

The reading from the Book of Hebrews is from the section referred to as the “Hall of Faith” or “Faith Hall
of Fame.” The reading records the faith-filled events of some very important men and women of the
faith. After reading the definition of faith in the first verse, look for repeating patterns in the second
section.

Second Reading: The verses (3 — 7) omitted from the reading are set apart below.
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Hebrews 11:1-2 NAS95 1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things
not seen. 2 For by it the men of old gained approval.

Omitted:

Heb 11:3 By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that
what is seen was not made out of things which are visible.

Heb 11:4 9] By faith Abel offered to God a better sacrifice than Cain, through which he obtained
the testimony that he was righteous, God testifying about his gifts, and through faith, though he
is dead, he still speaks.

Heb 11:5 By faith Enoch was taken up so that he would not see death; AND HE WAS NOT FOUND
BECAUSE GOD TOOK HIM UP; for he obtained the witness that before his being taken up he was
pleasing to God.

Heb 11:6 And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe
that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.

Heb 11:7 By faith Noah, being warned by God about things not yet seen, in reverence prepared
an ark for the salvation of his household, by which he condemned the world, and became an heir
of the righteousness which is according to faith.

Hebrews 11:8-19 NAS95 8 By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed by going out to a place
which he was to receive for an inheritance; and he went out, not knowing where he was going. 9
By faith he lived as an alien in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, dwelling in tents with
Isaac and Jacob, fellow heirs of the same promise; 10 for he was looking for the city which has
foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 11 By faith even Sarah herself received ability to
conceive, even beyond the proper time of life, since she considered Him faithful who had
promised. 12 Therefore there was born even of one man, and him as good as dead at that, as
many descendants AS THE STARS OF HEAVEN IN NUMBER, AND INNUMERABLE AS THE SAND
WHICH IS BY THE SEASHORE. 13 All these died in faith, without receiving the promises, but
having seen them and having welcomed them from a distance, and having confessed that they
were strangers and exiles on the earth. 14 For those who say such things make it clear that they
are seeking a country of their own. 15 And indeed if they had been thinking of that country from
which they went out, they would have had opportunity to return. 16 But as it is, they desire a
better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; for
He has prepared a city for them. 17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and
he who had received the promises was offering up his only begotten son; 18 it was he to whom it
was said, "IN ISAAC YOUR DESCENDANTS SHALL BE CALLED." 19 He considered that God is able
to raise people even from the dead, from which he also received him back as a type.

Prior to launching into the Hall of Faith, the author provided the definition of this very important term,
one that we may easily take for granted during the reading of the Bible. They say, “faith is the assurance
of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen” (v. 1). Read this definition again, “Faith is the
assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” As Christians, we understand
intuitively that the context of faith is God. However, faith isn’t an object in itself, rather the object of
faith is God, for having spiritual faith in anyone but God is vain. For nonbelievers may make statements
like, “I have faith that | will get through this” and then rather be guided by their circumstances than God,
although God is sovereign over all people and events in the world.
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The second section of today’s reading begins with, “For by it the men of old gained approval” and then
moves to using the repeated phrase, “by faith [name]” followed by a commendation of the person’s
faith-filled actions. In the omitted verses we see that this follows the general chronology of the Bible
beginning first with Abel (v. 4), then Enoch (v. 5) and Noah (v. 7). The reading then moves to person
known as the “father of faith,” Abraham in verse 8. Saint Paul affirmed this commendation of Abraham
in Romans 4:16. Although we see that Abraham certainly wasn’t the first to walk by faith in God, he
along with his wife, was the one to whom God dedicated a substantial section for commendation in the
Hall of Faith. The first portion of verse 8 reads, “By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed by . . .”
The subsequent verses chronicle his and Sarah’s faithful actions including leaving his known land to go
to an unknown place. In verse 17, we see how Abraham passed perhaps the ultimate test of his faith by
his willingness to offer up his one and only son as a sacrifice to God. This example of faith lived out by
Abraham closely parallels God’s willingness to offer His Son Jesus on the cross to pay the penalty for our
sins. In Abraham’s case God stopped short of requiring the ultimate sacrifice of Isaac by providing the
lamb himself for the sacrifice. However, we know that in the case of Jesus God provided the ultimate
sacrifice through the sacrifice of His one and only Son. We read in the Book of John, “For God so loved
the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have
eternal life” (John 3:16).

So much can be said about the reading that concludes with, “All these died in faith, without receiving
the promises” (v. 13a). How faithful were the men and women of God by following what He told them to
do but without them ever receiving the promises that He made to them! The “Hall of Faith” stands as a
testimony as to how we as men and women of the faith are also called to walk by faith in God’s
promises without expecting to see the ultimate answers during our natural lives. God calls us to walk in
faith the same way as the biblical examples did, not only just the ones listed in today’s reading. We do
this through understanding God’s promises made to us and walk by taking both baby steps and even
giant steps of faith along the way as we sense God’s calling. God may call us to leave our known land
and proceed to a place with which we are not familiar. Or He may call us to lesser steps such as caring
for the needy, or praying for others. During those times when we are doubting our faith we can turn to
this section of the Book of Hebrews to see how those before us obeyed God and were commended for
doing so. We can expect that if we obey God we too will one day be commended by God in our own
“Hall of Faith.”

Introduction to the Gospel Reading:
The second reading from Luke concerns the subject of readiness. Here we will see how Jesus calls us
disciples of Him to be ready for His imminent return by accomplishing the works which He has given us.

Gospel Reading:

Luke 12:32-48 NAS95 32 Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has chosen gladly to give
you the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions and give to charity; make yourselves money belts
which do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near nor moth
destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 35 Be dressed in readiness,
and keep your lamps lit. 36 Be like men who are waiting for their master when he returns from
the wedding feast, so that they may immediately open the door to him when he comes and
knocks. 37 Blessed are those slaves whom the master will find on the alert when he comes; truly |
say to you, that he will gird himself to serve, and have them recline at the table, and will come up
and wait on them. 38 Whether he comes in the second watch, or even in the third, and finds
them so, blessed are those slaves. 39 But be sure of this, that if the head of the house had known
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at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have allowed his house to be broken into. 40
You too, be ready; for the Son of Man is coming at an hour that you do not expect." 41 Peter
said, "Lord, are You addressing this parable to us, or to everyone else as well?" 42 And the Lord
said, "Who then is the faithful and sensible steward, whom his master will put in charge of his
servants, to give them their rations at the proper time? 43 Blessed is that slave whom his master
finds so doing when he comes. 44 Truly | say to you that he will put him in charge of all his
possessions. 45 But if that slave says in his heart, 'My master will be a long time in coming,’ and
begins to beat the slaves, both men and women, and to eat and drink and get drunk; 46 the
master of that slave will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he does not
know, and will cut him in pieces, and assign him a place with the unbelievers. 47 And that slave
who knew his master's will and did not get ready or act in accord with his will, will receive many
lashes, 48 but the one who did not know it, and committed deeds worthy of a flogging, will
receive but few. From everyone who has been given much, much will be required; and to whom
they entrusted much, of him they will ask all the more.

Jesus called His disciples to fulfil the greater kingdom purposes for their lives by seeking first the
kingdom of God as reflected in our Lord’s Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 6:33). He told the disciples
that the place on which they focus their investment reveals the true condition of their hearts (v. 34).
Next, He provides them with a parable concerning a master who left his servants in charge while he was
away (vv. 36 — 40). In the case of this parable, the Lord Jesus uniquely provides the interpretation of it
before and after the giving of the parable itself. His disciples are to be ready for the imminent return of
their master even though they do not know when he will return. By application this means that as
believers, we are to be accomplishing the works of our Father God even though we do not know when
Jesus will return.

The second section of the reading proceeds along the same line of reasoning but using an example with
a contrast between a godly servant waiting for the return of his master (vv. 42 — 43) contrasted with that
of an ungodly one who beat his slaves and got drunk while waiting (vv. 45 — 48). The application of these
verses is that nonbelievers who commit great sins will be punished less than nonbelievers who commit
great ones. For all believers are totally forgiven of their sins through the finished work of Jesus Christ
(Colossians 1:14). However, the application of the reading as a whole doesn’t just apply to nonbelievers
as we see in the concluding verse. “From everyone who has been given much, much will be required;
and to whom they entrusted much, of him they will ask all the more” (v. 48d-ff). The big idea is that God
calls all people to exercise godly stewardship of the gifts that He has given them. As people in the
unique small set of believers (Matthew 7:13), we are to live with patient expectation that God could
return at any instant while going about accomplishing the things that God has asked us to do. First and
foremost, this means accomplish the Great Commission, making disciples and teaching them all things
(Matthew 28: 16-20).

Reflection Questions
1. In what ways would memorizing the author of Hebrew’s definition of faith in God help you to combat

future weaknesses in your own faith? “Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of
things not seen.” How does reading the Hall of Faith help you through these same weaknesses?
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2. How does understanding the gifts which God has given you help you to exercise better stewardship
of the things in your life?

{loadposition Scriptures-are-from-the-NASB-version}

Copyright Statement and Source for Apocryphal Readings:

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States of America, second
typical edition © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington,
DC. Used with permission. All rights reserved. No portion of this text may be reproduced by any means
without permission in writing from the copyright owner. Source: http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings
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