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“For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus.” 1 Timothy 2:5

Welcome back to the Sunday Mass notes. This week we look at readings from First Samuel, then
Colossians, and finally the Gospel reading from Saint Luke.

Introduction to the First Reading:

The optional first reading is from the Apocrypha and won't be covered in Mass Notes today. The first
reading is from the Book of 1 Samuel. In our day, gender reveal parties have become a popular way for
expecting couples to reveal the gender of their baby to family and friends. It is a fun excuse for a party
but the truth is, in our society, most people are thrilled and thankful no matter what the outcome of the
medical test showing the gender of the expected baby.

In Old Testament times, If the medical technology had been available, perhaps a gender reveal party
would have made more sense because of the great importance among the Hebrew people to have
children. Barrenness was seen as a curse and children as a blessing from the Lord. It was an even greater
blessing to have a boy because the family name, inheritance, and headship were passed down through
the son.

Elkanah, a man who lived during the time of the Old Testament judges, had two wives—Peninnah and
Hannah. There was a rivalry between the two, and Peninnah, who had several sons and daughters,
would regularly provoke Hannah because she was barren. This caused Hannah great sorrow.

Yearly, Elkanah would go up to the temple in Shiloh to worship the Lord there. On one of these trips,
Hannah poured out her sorrow in the form of a prayer and vow to God. She promised that if God would
give her a son, she would in turn give him back to the Lord to serve Him all the days of his life. God
heard her prayer and gave her a son whom she named Samuel.

In today’s reading, we see Hannah fulfilling her vow to God. How hard it must have been for her to
relinquish her only son to the Lord. Once the child was weaned, she took him to Eli, the priest at Shiloh,
and presented him for service to God. What a great demonstration of faith this was. Sometime later, but
while Samuel was still a young boy, God called him to be a prophet in Israel and used him in a powerful
way to reveal God’s direction and will to God’s people. Samuel faithfully spoke the word of the Lord
concerning Israel all the days of his life. At God’s direction, he anointed David to rule as king over Israel.
Eventually another king would come from the house and line of David who would save His people from
their sins and reign in righteousness. This king is Jesus.

First Reading:

1 Samuel 1:20-28 NAS95 20 It came about in due time, after Hannah had conceived, that she
gave birth to a son; and she named him Samuel, saying, "Because | have asked him of the LORD."
21 Then the man Elkanah went up with all his household to offer to the LORD the yearly sacrifice
and pay his vow. 22 But Hannah did not go up, for she said to her husband, "I will not go up until
the child is weaned; then | will bring him, that he may appear before the LORD and stay there
forever." 23 Elkanah her husband said to her, "Do what seems best to you. Remain until you have
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weaned him; only may the LORD confirm His word." So the woman remained and nursed her son
until she weaned him. 24 Now when she had weaned him, she took him up with her, with a
three-year-old bull and one ephah of flour and a jug of wine, and brought him to the house of the
LORD in Shiloh, although the child was young. 25 Then they slaughtered the bull, and brought
the boy to Eli. 26 She said, "Oh, my lord! As your soul lives, my lord, | am the woman who stood
here beside you, praying to the LORD. 27 "For this boy | prayed, and the LORD has given me my
petition which | asked of Him. 28 "So | have also dedicated him to the LORD; as long as he lives
he is dedicated to the LORD." And he worshiped the LORD there.

Like Samuel, our children are a gift from God. We don’t have to turn them over to full-time service in the
church in order to dedicate them to Him. Teach them to serve God whole-heartedly no matter what
profession they choose, knowing that God can do much with a man or woman whose heart is fully
devoted to Him.

Introduction to the Second Reading

In many of the Apostle Paul’s letters, he presents a tragic picture of us in our sinful, fallen state and
contrasts us with Christ in his holiness and perfection. In addition, he recounts what God has done for us
in His grace, when we deserved only wrath. Once we understand the depth of our sin and the riches of
His grace toward us, only then does he ask us to live a life that properly honors God and reflects His

glory.

In the book of Colossians, St. Paul tells us that we were enemies of God, alienated from Him and living in
spiritual and moral darkness (Col.1:13,21). Jesus on the other hand, is the perfect image of the invisible
God and supreme over all creation (1: 15-18). By His death He rescued us from the dominion of darkness
and reconciled us to God, presenting us free from blemish and accusation (1:13, 22). Because of this, St.
Paul says we are to live a life displaying His virtues and being thankful.

Second Reading:

Colossians 3:12-21 NAS95 12 So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put
on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience; 13 bearing with one
another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord
forgave you, so also should you. 14 Beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond
of unity. 15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one
body; and be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching
and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with
thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17 Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father. 18 Wives, be subject to your
husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be embittered
against them. 20 Children, be obedient to your parents in all things, for this is well-pleasing to
the Lord. 21 Fathers, do not exasperate your children, so that they will not lose heart.

To display these virtues, we must cooperate with God’s work of transformation. If you read all of Ch. 3,
you will notice how this passage is interspersed with action verbs that indicate there is something God
wants us to do. Col. 3: 2 tells us to set our mind on things above—that is, to think about what we
possess in the spiritual realm—salvation from our sin, peace with God, and eternal life, to name a few.
Verse 5 tells us to consider ourselves dead to evil desires. Verse 9 tells us we are to put aside the old self
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and put on the new self. That means to actively put aside old habits and patterns of living associated
with our old, sinful self and actively live out the virtues of our new life in Christ by the power of God'’s
Spirit.

In the Second Reading, we are told to put on the virtues of compassion, forgiveness, peace, and love.
We are to let the Word of Christ dwell in our hearts, living its wisdom and teaching its precepts to
others. Wives are to submit to husbands, husbands are to love their wives, and children are to obey
parents. God is transforming us into Christ’s likeness and calling us to intentionally live out those virtues
for the benefit of others and the glory of God.

Introduction to the Gospel Reading:

Today’s reading is from the second chapter of Luke. The first 20 verses of this are some of the most well-
known of the New Testament. This is the story of Jesus’ birth in a humble stable and the angels’ glorious
announcement to the shepherds that a Savior has been born.

This Savior was God the Son who took on human flesh and was born as a baby—fully God and fully man.
And just like other human babies, Jesus grew from an infant to a boy to a man, increasing in physical
stature but also in wisdom and favor with God and men (Luke 2:40,52). While much of his growth was
typical, Jesus also developed in ways that astounded those around Him. Today’s reading recounts an
occasion when Jesus, as a twelve-year-old boy, amazed the seasoned teachers in the temple with the
depth of His understanding of the things of God.

The background is as follows. Jesus had come to Jerusalem in a caravan with his parents to celebrate the
Feast of the Passover. A day into the return trip, Mary and Joseph discovered their son was not with
them. They quickly returned to Jerusalem, and after an anxious three-day search, found Jesus in the
temple, interacting with the Jewish teachers.

Gospel Reading:

Luke 2:41-52 NAS95 41 Now His parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the
Passover. 42 And when He became twelve, they went up there according to the custom of the
Feast; 43 and as they were returning, after spending the full number of days, the boy Jesus
stayed behind in Jerusalem. But His parents were unaware of it, 44 but supposed Him to be in
the caravan, and went a day's journey; and they began looking for Him among their relatives
and acquaintances. 45 When they did not find Him, they returned to Jerusalem looking for Him.
46 Then, after three days they found Him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers, both
listening to them and asking them questions. 47 And all who heard Him were amazed at His
understanding and His answers. 48 When they saw Him, they were astonished; and His mother
said to Him, "Son, why have You treated us this way? Behold, Your father and | have been
anxiously looking for You." 49 And He said to them, "Why is it that you were looking for Me? Did
you not know that | had to be in My Father's house?" 50 But they did not understand the
statement which He had made to them. 51 And He went down with them and came to Nazareth,
and He continued in subjection to them; and His mother treasured all these things in her heart.
52 And Jesus kept increasing in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.
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Mothers everywhere can identify with Mary’s response to Jesus upon locating Him, which was likely a
mixture of relief and consternation: “Why have you treated us this way? Behold, your father and | have
been anxiously looking for you.” Jesus’ response must have sounded impudent to those who didn’t fully
understand who He was. He asked, “Why is it that you were looking for Me? Did you not know I had to
be in My Father’s house? No, Mary didn’t know. It seems neither she nor Joseph fully understood the
implications of the statement their son had made to them. They didn’t understand that Jesus was under
the authority of another Father, a Heavenly One, and Jesus would soon follow that Father’s will all the
way to the cross. All would be revealed in the fullness of time. Until then, Jesus continued to live in
subjection to His earthly parents, and Mary treasured all these things in her heart.

Mary tried to make sense out of the events as they unfolded. We, on the other hand, have the whole
written record of Jesus in the Bible. We know the rest of His story: He entered into ministry, performed
miracles, claimed to be Son of God, and proclaimed that He was (and is) the way, the truth, and the life;
no one comes to the Father but by Him (Gospel of St John 14:6). He purchased our salvation through His
death and resurrection, and someday He is coming again to rule and reign in righteousness. This
Christmas season we can celebrate our Savior’s birth and share the rest of this glorious story with all
who come to celebrate with us.

Reflection Questions
1. What can you do this week to actively put aside old habits and patterns of living associated with your

old, sinful self and actively live out the virtues of your new life in Christ by the power of God's Spirit?

2. On Christmas a Savior was born. What can you do to help others around you know Jesus as their
Savior?

Keywords: Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, Lectionary 17
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